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THE parents of a six-month-
old Romanian girl with a rare
form of cancer have brought
her to Scotland in the hope
that doctors can save her life.

Florentin and Cristina Cim-
peanu, of Bucharest, believed
Sabina, their daughter, would
die from hepatoblastoma, a
liver condition that affects one
in a million children each year.

In their search for informa-
tion on the illness, they made
contact with Jon Pritchard, a
consultant at the Royal Hospi-
tal for Sick Children in Edin-
burgh and one of a small num-
berof experts on the condition,
and for the first time realised
Sabina could survive.

After raising £8500 by pool-
ing savings and borrowing
from friends and family, they
flew to Edinburgh,where Sabi-
na has had chemotherapy.

However, the couple, who
said they earn around £150 a
month, need to find a total of
£25,500 to cover all the care
Sabina will need at the hospi-
tal.

The couple are waiting to
discover when the instalment
they have already paid will run
out. They are concerned they
will not be able to raise the
extra funds to pay for surgery
which Sabina is scheduled to
have in early September.

The operation will remove
part of her liver, but livers are
able to regenerate. Trials have
shown that, with modern
medicine, babies with Sabina’s
condition have up to an 82%
chance of survival.

Mr Cimpeanu said: “We are

worried about the money. This
is the single worry for us. They
are so very good here, the doc-
tors and the staff.”

When Sabina was first fever-
ish and sleepy in early June her
parents thought she was suffer-
ing a cold. Howeverwhen they
took her to a doctor he imme-
diately sent her for an abdomi-
nal scan.

MrCimpeanu, an electronics
engineer, said they were lucky.
“We have heard about cases
that took much longer to be
diagnosed, tookyears, because
the symptoms are very com-
mon.”

Instead, within days they
were told Sabina was likely to

have hepatoblastoma. Her
tumourwas 11cm in size.

Mr Cimpeanu said: “We
started to think ‘why us?’ –
probably the same question as
anyone when there is some-
thing wrong.”

They began sifting the inter-
net for information, e-mailing
every possible organisation,
and received a reply from Dr
Pritchard. He is a member of
The International Childhood
LiverTumour Strategy Group,
which brings together experts
on the unusual cancer to devel-
op and promote research.

Mrs Cimpeanu said: “He
told us she had a chance.”

When the couple sawhowill

Sabina was after her first bout
of chemotherapy in Romania,
they resolved to bring her to
Scotland. They said they were
encouraged by theironcologist
in Romania, as fewcases of the
illness are handled at home.

Afterblood transfusions and
intravenous medication, she
was well enough to cope with
the three-and-a-half hour flight
to London and five-hour train
journey to Edinburgh.

Mr Cimpeanu has taken
unpaid leave from his job. 

His wife, who has a PhD in
chemistry and works in
research, is on maternity leave.

Food in Romania, they said,
is only a little cheaper than
here and they struggle to meet
living expenses.

They have already appealed
for help on Romanian TV and
hope others may be willing to
help raise the funds they need.

Mrs Cimpeanu said they also
wanted to share their experi-
ence because they had received
support from other families
with experience of the situa-
tion.

David Bolton, chief operat-
ing officer of university hospi-
tals division NHS Lothian,
said: “The second course of
treatment has been started in
the hospital. This will be fol-
lowed by an operation and fur-
ther courses of chemotherapy.

“It is an expensive procedure
and the financial assurances
that were given when all this
was arranged still have to be
fully investigated. Until that
investigation is complete we
cannot comment further. We
would naturally support any
fundraising that will help
towards the cost of this.”

Can Scottish
doctors help
baby Sabina
beat cancer?
Romanian family’s fears over costs of trip
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ROSSLYN Chapel has agreed
a location deal with the makers
of a Hollywood film based on
The Da Vinci Code, the best-
selling novel.

The five-figure sum for loca-
tion fees for the production will
go towards a multi-million-
pound conservation project in
which the structure is to be
returned to its original fif-
teenth-century appearance.

The chapel, which the book
has suggested was built to
house the secret of the Holy
Grail, is to be closed for four
days in September to allow
filming by Ron Howard, the
Oscar-winning director.

Gun ruling
makes deer
hunter’s day
STEVE McKENZIE

A DEER hunter has won the
right to own a Dirty Harry
handgun.

Trevor Jeans challenged a
decision by Ian Latimer, chief
constable of Northern Con-
stabulary, not to allow him to
own a .44 Magnum, the gun
favoured by Clint Eastwood’s
film detective.

A sheriff has ruled that Mr
Jeans, 45, should be able to
own the pistol for his work on
Highland estates.

In his judgment, Sheriff
Alexander Pollock said the
married father-of-two wanted
use of the gun to put down
humanely animals not killed
outright by a hunters’ rifle.

Mr Jeans, of Farr, Inverness,
is contracted to manage deer
on 50,000-acres between Gair-
loch and Ullapool and 20,000
acres around Inverness. He
culls at least 300 deer a year.

The sheriff, noting Mr Jeans
has an accuracy rate of 98% in
shooting deerwith a rifle,wrote:
“When an outright kill has not
been achieved with a first shot,
the pursuer’s preferred method
of despatch would be by the use
of a handgun.”

‘We started to think
why us? – probably
the same question
as anyone’

Offshore staff win first
round in holiday fight
HUNDREDS of offshore
workers fighting for paid holi-
day leave have secured a legal
victory after it was ruled they
could have their cases heard.

The 300 workers claim they
are due four weeks’ holiday
over and above normal time off
under the European working
time directive.

Their contractor employers
disagree and had argued that
such employment regulations
do not apply offshore.

However, a preliminary
hearing held at the Employ-
ment Tribunals Service in
Aberdeen concluded the laws
do apply to installations out-
with British territorial waters,
paving the way for the workers
to have their cases heard at
employment tribunals.

If they are successful, it could
lead to as many as 20,000
workers represented by five
unions following suit.

The OILC union, which rep-
resents 120 of the employees,
said it was “delighted” with the
ruling, but warned there was
still a long way to go.

Jake Molloy, of the OILC,

said the union would now sit
down with legal counsel to
study the verdict and see if
there was any way of “short-cir-
cuiting” the employers’ appeal
process, so any appeal decision
goes straight to Europe.

Bill Murray, chief executive
of the Offshore Contractors
Association (OCA), which rep-
resents the oil and gas con-
tracting industry, said: “This is
not a decision on whether the
claims are right or wrong.

“It is merely a judgment on
whether the tribunal has actu-
ally any jurisdiction under the
Working Time Regulations
1988 to consider these claims.
There remain many complex
legal issues which still require
to be resolved.”

He added that the OCA
would now consult its mem-
bers and legal advisers to deter-
mine how it would proceed.

Frank Doran, Aberdeen
North Labour MP, said: “This
is an impor tant decision
because it helps to clear up
important legal questions
about employment law in the
offshore oil and gas industry.”

Da Vinci Code chapel agrees five-figure film deal 

TOM HANKS: To have starring
role in Hollywood production.

The deal has been finalised
after several visits by members
of the Rose Line Productions
team to the chapel.

Andrew Sinclair, a descen-

dant of the St Clairs of Rosslyn,
the founding family, criticised
the arrangement.

The former Cambridge his-
torian,whose books are sold at
Rosslyn, has claimed filming
would damage the chapel’s
reputation by giving credence
to claims made in Dan Brown’s
book, such as the allegation
that Jesus married Mary Mag-
dalene and had children.

Stuart Beattie, directorof the
chapel, which last year had
almost 70,000 visitors, said yes-
terday he did not want to see
the building become “an arena
for controversy”. Mr Beattie
said the chapel was being used
as a backdrop for the filming,
between September 26 and 29.

“It is a very simple decision.
They asked if they could use it
and, after weighing up closure
for fourdays,we decided that it
was something we could
accommodate and the deal was
struck,” he said.

“It has been a popular back-
drop for films and documen-
taries. 

“It happens that this is slight-
ly more in the public face than
we are used to. The trustees
agreed it was neithervulgarnor
inappropriate, and that was it.”

Involved in the £4m conser-
vation programme is work on
the chapel roof, its windows
and stonework. 

“For the first time a complete
measurement of the structure

inside and outside will be car-
ried out. The information can
be used as a benchmark. In five
years’ time you can revisit it
and see if any cracks have
widened or got smaller,” said
Mr Beattie.

“By the time we finish this,
assuming we go ahead – and
there is no reason why we
should not – in two years’ time
we should see that work fin-
ished and the canopy can
come off. Effectively you will be
looking at the chapel as it was
in 1492.”

A spokesman for Rose Line
Productions described Rosslyn
as a “magnificent” building
which would enhance the qual-
ity of the film.

HOPEFUL: Sabina Cimpeanu has been brought by her parents, Cristina and Floren, to hospital in Edinburgh. Picture: Gordon Terris
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